13 November 2019 – for immediate release

Global Launch of Right to Information Assessment Tool
The Centre for Law and Democracy (CLD) launched the Right to Information Implementation
Assessment: Comprehensive Methodology yesterday through a “Pitch” (project presentation)
at the Paris Peace Forum. Our new website hosting the Methodology – www.RTIEvaluation.org – also went live at the same time. The Methodology was developed and piloted
in Pakistan, and CLD is now planning to apply it in other countries.
“CLD has been working on the development of this Methodology for two years with support from
GIZ and in collaboration with a range of local actors in Pakistan,” said Toby Mendel, Executive
Director, CLD. “It is wonderful to be launching the Methodology globally now and we are already
working on applying it in different countries.”
The project to develop the Comprehensive Methodology was one of 100 chosen to be
presented at the Paris Peace Forum from among over 700 applicants. In addition to the Pitch,
CLD also participated in a panel to discuss the importance of evaluating implementation of the
right to information alongside speakers from the government and information commission of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan and UNESCO.
We call it the Comprehensive Methodology because it seeks to assess how well different actors
are doing in meeting all of the obligations under an RTI law. It covers four main assessment
areas – Central Measures and, for the individual public authorities that are being assessed,
Institutional Measures, Proactive Disclosure and Reactive Disclosure – and six different
assessment approaches. The pilot validated the practicality and effectiveness of the
Methodology, which has been tweaked to take into account the learning from that exercise.
CLD encourages anyone who is interested in seeing the Methodology applied in new countries
to review the tool on the website and to contact us to explore opportunities for this.
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